A Safe Place Ministries Quick Look

Nothing New Under
The Sun

There was a time when I did not think much, if any about the word abuse or the reality it represents.
It’s not that I had never experienced or seen it. I just didn’t understand what abuse was. Somewhere
along the way, about 20 years ago, [ became aware and intrigued. I began to use the word abuse,
and I began to explore the meaning behind the word.

What is abuse? Why do we hear so much about abuse these days? Is it real? If it’s such a big
problem, why doesn’t the Bible say more about it? Seems like every time you turn around these
says, someone is accusing someone else of being abusive. Does using the word “abuse” provide any
real insight or direction, or is it more misleading than helpful?

The word abuse has no inherent meaning. Words communicate the meanings that we assign to
them. That being said, I have come to believe that there is a meaning; a distinct and identifiable
reality that does exist and is best described in this day and age by the word abuse. I believe the
reality behind the word abuse has existed throughout time though the words assigned to it have
varied. I believe God addresses the issue of abuse frequently in His word. I also believe that gaining
a solid understanding of the realities associated with abuse can give us much insight and direction in
dealing with our own relationships and in ministering to others.

In Ecclesiastes 1:9, Solomon states, “That which has been is that which will
be, and that which has been done is that which shall be done. So, there is
nothing new under the sun.” A little further on in 4:1 he describes one of those
things “under the sun” that was not new. “Then I looked again at all the acts of
oppression which were being done under the sun. And behold, I saw the tears EE——————
of the oppressed and that they had no one to comfort them; and on the side of their oppressors was
power, but they had no one to comfort them.”

God speaks in His word approximately 150 times (NASB) about oppression. He speaks frequently,
as well, about other topics such as affliction, domination, the treacherous, the weak, the needy, and
the crushed in spirit. These are the words used in the Bible that relate to our present day words:
abuse, abuser, victim and trauma. Both our modern words and the words used in the scriptures
identify a dynamic that goes beyond isolated, unrelated acts of mistreatment. Inherent, not in the
word, but in the essence of abuse (oppression) is the dynamic of a power imbalance and the misuse
of power to control and take advantage of vulnerable, less powerful people. God’s teachings and
admonitions regarding oppression and affliction imply or describe outright this power imbalance
and misuse of power. Those with legitimate power (the wealthy, the strong, the leaders and the
shepherds of Israel) are exhorted to protect the weak and needy, and to look out for the needs of the
widow, the orphan, and the alien. Those with usurped or illegitimate power (fools, violent men, the
arrogant, treacherous, and deceitful) are identified in God’s word (especially in Psalms and
Proverbs) as destructive and evil. We are warned repeatedly to avoid such people.

The Hebrew word most often translated oppression (‘ashaq) literally means to oppress, get deceit-
fully or do violence. The editors of TWOT (Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament; Harris,
Archer and Waltke) say this about 'ashaq: “The verbal root is concerned with acts of abuse of power



or authority, the burdening, trampling, and crushing of those lower in station. Important synonyms
in the semantic range include: to deprive, take by force, to be crushed, to be violent, torment, ill-
treat, abuse, and devastate.”

Affliction is probably the biblical word most related to the effects of abuse and is also used to describe
those who are victims of abuse (the afflicted). The Hebrew word most often translated afflicted ('ana)
has several meanings. It can be used to describe God’s humbling of sinners to prompt repentance. It can
also be used to describe personal inner pain associated with contrition. It has a third meaning that relates
to our discussion of abuse. This meaning has to do with forcing submission, punishing, and inflicting
pain. It is recognized in the scriptures and
highlighted in TWOT that the afflicted are
those who are for some reason, powerless.
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Does abuse exist? Yes, more than any of us like to admit or think about. Is abuse talked about in the
Bible? Yes, a lot. Does the word abuse help us to understand certain realities or does it cause misun-
derstanding? It helps us to acknowledge and understand a complex but very real and very impor-
tant reality. It seeks to identify the perversion of power that so contaminates our world that we often
don’t even recognize it or believe it exists.

There is nothing new under the sun. Those who have power oppress
and those who are oppressed need comfort.



